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Moreover, what is advocated here is a radical reading anew of his [Freud’s] writings, with a view 
to rediscovering them or indeed to discovering them for the first time—for like all great texts, they 
are inexhaustible.  For this purpose, a particular reading attitude is recommended, made up of 
unobtrusiveness, careful alertness and respect for even the most insignificant detail—an 
oscillation between proximity and distance that will assure the texts of sufficient free space to 
reveal themselves in all their independence.  To put this in negative terms, in order to have any 
chance of perceiving what Freud was trying to express in his writings at the time of their 
composition while in the midst of the process of understanding, the reader must approach them 
NOT from the meta-level, NOT as it were looking down from above, and NOT form the vantage 
point of ‘superior’ knowledge—that is, NOT solely from the place of present-day psychoanalytic 
theory and practice.  The risk otherwise is of encountering nothing but his own conscious or 
unconscious expectations or, alternatively, the Babel of later interpreters’ voices drowning out 
everything else… We are, after all, not contemporaries of Freud, and can at most keep in the 
background, but not totally suspend, knowledge we have since acquired.  The attitude commended 
to the reader can perhaps best be likened to that of ‘evenly suspended attention’, which we assume 
in relation to the analysand’s communications in the course of our analytic work. 

      Ilse Grubrich-Simitis      Early Freud and Late Freud 

 

Class 1--  January 16, 2021 

Dora: 

Freud, S. (1905).  Fragment of the analysis of a case of hysteria.  The standard edition of the 

complete psychological works of Sigmund Freud vol. 7 (pp. 3-122).  London:  Hogarth 

Press and the Institute of Psycho-Analysis. 

Additional Readings: 

Muslim, H., & Gill, M. (1978).  Transference in the Dora case. Journal of the American 

Psychoanalytic Association, 26, 311-328. 
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Balsam, Rosemary H. (2015).  Eyes, ears, lips, fingertips, secrets:  Dora, psychoanalysis, and the 

body.  The Psychoanalytic Review, 102 (1), 33-58. 

Civitarese, Giuseppe. (2016).  Dora:  The postscripts.  The Italian Psychoanalytic Annual, 10, 79-

95. 

Tutter, Adele. ((2020).  Sex, subtext, ur-test:  Freud, Dora and the suggestive text.  International 

Journal of Psychoanalysis, 101(3), 523-548. 

Glenn, J. (1993).  Dora’s dynamics, diagnosis, and treatment.  The Annual of Psychoanalysis, 21, 

125-138. 

Bornstein, M. (2005).  What Freud did not write about Dora.  Psychoanalytic Inquiry, 25, 54-70. 

Jennings, J.  (1986). The revival of “Dora”:  Advances in psychoanalytic theory and technique.  

Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 34, 607-635. 

Blass, R. (1992).  Did Dora have an Oedipus complex—a reexamination of the theoretical context 

of Freud’s “Fragment of an Analysis”.  The Psychoanalytic Study of the Child, 47, 159-

187. 

 

Class 2—February 6, 2021 

Rat Man: 

Freud, S. (1909).  Notes on a case of obsessional neurosis.  The standard edition of the complete 

psychological works of Sigmund Freud vol. 10 (pp. 155-318).  London:  Hogarth Press and 

the Institute of Psycho-Analysis.  (Please note that reading includes Freud’s original notes 

on the case.) 
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Additional Reading: 

Diercks, Michael. (2018).  Freud’s ‘transference’:  Clinical technique in the ‘Rat Man’ case and 

theoretical conceptualization compared. International Journal of Psychoanalysis.  99(1),  

58-81. 

Bergstein, Avner. (2016).  Obsessionality:  Modulating the encounter with emotional truth and the 

aesthetic object.  Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 64(5), 959-982. 

Lipton, S. (1977).  The advantages of Freud’s Technique as shown in his analysis of the rat man.  

International Journal of Psychoanalysis, 58, 255-273. 

Gottlieb, R. (1989).  Technique and countertransference in Freud’s analysis of the Rat Man.  

Psychoanalytic Quarterly, 58, 29-62. 

 

Class 3—February 27, 2021 

Wolf Man: 

Freud, S. (1914).  From the history of an infantile neurosis.  The standard edition volume 17 (pp. 

7-122).  London:  Hogarth press and the Institute of Psycho-Analysis. 

Brunswick, R.M. ((1928).  Supplement to Freud’s history of an infantile neurosis.  International 

Journal of Psychoanalysis, 9, 439-476. 

 

Additional Reading: 

Blum, H. (1980).  The borderline childhood of the wolf man.  Journal of the American 

Psychoanalytic Association, 22, 721-742. 

Blum, H. (2018).  Reconstruction in the present two-person psychoanalysis:  The Wolf Man Case 

reconstructed.  Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, 66(3), 479-492. 
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Gardiner, M. ed. (1971).  Recollections of my childhood. In The wolf man by the wolf man (pp. 3-

152).   New York, NY:  Basic books. 

Meissner, W.W. (1977).  The wolf man and the paranoid process.  The Annual of Psychoanalysis, 

5, 23-74. 

Muslin, H.  (1991).  The role of transference in the wolf man case.  Journal of the American 

Psychoanalytic Association, 19, 294-306. 
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Freud Cases  (Spring, 2021) 

Leaning Objectives: 

Upon completion of this 3 session course, students will be able to: 

1) Describe the historical and cultural atmosphere of Vienna in the 1900s that provided 
come of the context that influenced Freud’s thinking about the three case histories:  
Dora, Rat Man, and Wolf Man; 

2) Examine the case reports of Dora, Rat Man, and Wolf Man and define/analyze Freud’s 
theories on somatic symptoms, obsessions, and phobias in light of his findings during 
his psychoanalytic work with these three patients; 

3) Identify some of the theoretical positions Freud assumed in these three case histories 
that also reflect his secondary purpose of furthering/stabilizing his new psychoanalytic 
movement; 

4) Compare and contrast Freud’s theoretical perspectives as reflected in his management 
of these three case histories with more contemporary views of these cases. 

 

 

 

 

 


