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Course Objectives: 
 
1.Describe two technical approaches that can be useful in work with a patient who  is 
contending with primitive mental states and not oriented to “understanding” in the analytic 
endeavor. 

        
2-   Explain the concept of projective identification and be able to apply it to clinical case 
material. 
 
3-  Detail the difference between patient centered and analyst centered interpretation and 
reasons for framing interpretations from one vantage point or the other. 
 
4- Identify two specific challenges introduced in work in a virtual mode with patients with 
primitive mental states beginning their treatment. 
 
5- Identify two internal obstacles in the analytic mind in the consultation phase of beginning 
treatment. 
 
COURSE WRITING REQUIREMENT: 
 
Write a one to two page description of an experience with projective identification, impasse or 
negative therapeutic reaction in a case or a clinical session.   Due: for Class Four. April 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fritscheb@aol.com


CLASS ONE.  The Difficult to Reach Patient.  January 16, 2021 
 
“When two personalities meet, an emotional storm is created.  If they make sufficient 
contact to be aware of each other, or even sufficient to be unaware of each other, an 
emotional state is produced by the conjunction of these two individuals and the resulting 
disturbance is hardly likely to be regarded necessarily an improvement on the state of 
affairs had they never met at all.  But since they have met, and since this emotional storm 
has occurred, the two parties to this storm may decide to “make the best of a bad job.” 
W. Bion  1979 
 
Alvarez, A.  (1997). Projective identification as a communication: its grammar in borderline 
psychotic children. Psychoanalytic Dialogues, 7: 753-768. 
 
Joseph, B. (1983).  On understanding and not understanding: some technical issues.  IJP 64:291-
298. 
 
Mitrani, J. (2001) Taking the Transference: Some Technical Implications in Three Papers by 
Bion. IJP, 82:1085-1104. 
 
Ogden, T. (1979). On projective identification. IJP. 60:357-373. 
 
Ogden, T. (2016). Some thoughts on practicing psychoanalysis. Fort D, 22(1)  21-36 
 
 
CLASS TWO – The Difficult to Reach Patient (continued) – Transference Interpretation 
and Transference Acting Out – February 6, 2021 
 
O’Shaughnessy, E  (1992) Enclaves and excursions. IJP 603-611. 
 
Bronstein, C. (2015).  Finding unconscious phantasy in the session: recognizing form. IJP. 96(4) 
924-944. 
 
Feldman, M. (1997). Projective identification: the analyst’s involvement. IJP  78: 227-241. 
 
Steiner, J. (1994)  Patient-centered and analyst centered interpretations: some implications of 
containment and countertransference. Psychoanalytic Inquiry. 14:406-44. 
 
*Will be distributed by instructor.    Jackson, J. (2018) Balancing on a tightrope of mania: a 
precarious normality in The Klein Tradition: Lines of Development.  Evolution of theory and 
Practice over the decades.  Pp. 317-331. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASS THREE – Projective Identification and Pressures on the Analyst at the Beginning 
of Treatment – March 20, 2021 
 
Erlich, L (2013). Analysis begins in the analyst’s mind: conceptual and technical considerations 
on recommending analysis. JAPA. 61: 1077-1107. 
 
Erlich, L. (2016). Finding control cases and maintaining immersion: challenges and 
opportunities. Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association. Vol 64 (5),  983-1012.  
 
Ogden, T  (1992)  Comments on transference and countertransference in the initial analytic 
meeting. Psychoanalytic Inquiry. 12:225-247.  
 
Mitrani, J  (1997) Analytic listening: transference interpretation and the emergence of infantile 
dependency: do we really need to “educate” patients about analyst. J. Amer. Acad. 
Psychoanalysis. 25, 1-14. 
 
Review:  Levine, H. (2010)  Creating analysts, creating analytic patients. IJP  91:1385-1404. 
 
 
 
CLASS FOUR –  Impasse and Negative therapeutic reaction – April 17, 2021 
 
Bell,  D. (2015) The death drive: phenomenological perspectives in contemporary Kleinian 
theory. Int. J. Psycho-Anal. 96(2).  411-423. 
 
Feldman, M. (2000)  Some views on the manifestation of the death instinct in clinical work.  Int. 
J. Psycho-Anal. 81(1) 53-65. 
 
Horney, K. (2007/1936) The problem of the negative therapeutic reaction. Psychoanal. Q. 76 (1) 
27-45 (first published in 1936) 
 
Riviere, J. (1936). A contribution to the analysis of the negative therapeutic reaction. IJP 17:304-
320. 
 
. 
Present write-up about projective identification, an impasse, or negative therapeutic reaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CLASS FIVE – Perverse Transference – May 1, 2021 
 
Bonner, S. (2006). A servant’s bargain: perversion as survival. IJP. 87:1549-67.  
 
Chasseguet-Smirgel, J. (1981). Loss of reality in perversion – with special reference to fetishism. 
JAPA. 29(3):511-534. 
 
Grossman, L. (1993). The perverse attitude toward reality.  Psychoanalytic Quarterly.  62:422-
426. 
 
O’Shaunessey  E, (1989). The invisible oedipal complex in Britton, R., Feldman, M. and 
O’Shaugnessey, E. The Oedipus complex today: clinical implications.  (on PEP web) 
 
Renik, O. (1992) Use of the analyst as a fetish. Psychoanalytic Quarterly. 61:542-563. 
 
 


